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Abstract: The Japanese equivalents for Latin or European medical terms that have been used
in Japan for hundreds of years include commonly used terms, such as “Shin-kei” (neurons), and
those that are less familiar, such as “Ok-gen” (inguinal lymphadenopathy or bubo) and “Ge-kan”
(chancre). Some Japanese medical terms have been updated to reflect changes in knowledge. For
example, “Rin-pa-sen” was based on a supposed glandular function, but was recently updated to
“Rin-pa-setsu” to reference a lack of glandular involvement. The Japanese word “Sexn” within “Sen-
pe-su-to” (bubonic plague) and “Sen-netsu” (glandular fever) indicates lymph node lesions. This
review article summarizes medical information for several less familiar Japanese medical terms,
including “Oh-gen” (bubo), “Senn” (lymph nodes/glands), and “Ge-kan” (chancre).
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