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Medical control of prehospital medical care
~ the history, the concept and the efforts in Japan Maritime Self Defense
Force ~

Tetsuro KIYOZUMI * * *: ** *’ Masato EBISAWA * * * * * *,
Jihei OKAWARA™ ***** and Hisashi IKEUCHI* * *

J. Natl. Def. Med. Coll. (2018) 43 (2) : 61-71

Abstract: Medical control is a system which ensures the quality of pre-hospital medical care by
providing clinical suggestions or medical advices to emergency medical technicians (EMTs) who
treat the first aids to the injured or sick people. Medical control has been developed in Japan since
1978, based upon medical practices which the emergency life-saving technicians do in the Fire
Department in the field. Medical control consists of 3 major components as follows; (1)
Prospective offline medical control, (2) Online medical control which contains doctor’s
instructions, guidances, and advices for active prehospital care providers, and (3) Retrospective
offline medical control which provides instructive feedback to both individual prehospital
providers and medical control system itself.

The Maritime Self-Defense Forces established the Medical Control Council in 2007, and
initiated to operate the medical control system in 2001. In addition, the system defines the strict
medical regulations which nurses and associate nurses observe during navigation on the
battleship as well as emergency life-saving procedures which EMTs do. Medical control plays
such an important key role that we, all medical personnel, have to cooperate and evolve the
system itself constantly for the future.

Key words: medical control / prehospital care / emergency medical
technician medic Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force



