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Two cases of widespread cervicofacial subcutaneous emphysema and

pneumomediastinum after dental treatment

Kaoru MURAKAMI, Shumei YOSHIKAWA, Chikashi MINEMURA,
Koji YAMAMURA, Yuki SUNAGAWA*, Yasushi KIMURA and Hidetaka YOKOE

J. Natl. Def. Med. Coll. (2017) 42 (4) : 183 —188

Abstract: This report describes two cases of widespread cervicofacial subcutaneous
emphysema and pneumomediastinum after dental treatment. Subjects were a 53-year-old woman
and a 50-year-old woman who went to a local dental clinic to undergo dental treatment with a sonic
scaler or a high-speed air turbine handpiece. The two patients were referred to our department
because of swelling of the cheek and slight dyspnea. Computed tomography revealed widespread
cervicofacial subcutaneous emphysema and pneumomediastinum. Both patients were
hospitalized, given intravenous cefazolin at 4 g daily for 6 or 7 days, and recovered uneventfully.
subcutaneous emphysema / dental

Key words: pneumomediastinum /

treatment



