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Development of a cervical cancer screening training program for midwives
-Evaluation of skill performances of midwives after preliminary training and
accuracy of the samples

Tokiko OISHI, Emiko NISHIOKA*, Hidenori SASA**, Yumiko MIKAMI®,
Morikazu MIYAMOTO **, Sharon HANLEY ***, Masashi TAKANO ** and Kenichi FURUYA**

J. Natl. Def. Med. Coll. (2020) 45 (3) : 87—94

Abstract: In 2016, a law was passed in Japan allowing nursing professionals to perform cervical
screening under the supervision of physicians. This study aimed to evaluate a preliminary training
program for midwives.

Three midwives participated in the program. After undergoing lectures and three weeks of
practice using a manikin, midwives who passed the skills-check proceeded to the practicum. A
score of 3 on a Likert scale of 1 to 4 on all 9 items was considered a pass. After passing, midwives
performed screening on 52 consenting women in November 2018. Mean age was 46.8 + 8.5years.
Each midwife took between 16-20 samples and none were unsatisfactory. Mean score on the
practicum was 34.4 = 3.5 (19.0-36.0). For nulliparous, it was lower (33.9 +3.1) than multiparas 34.6
+3.7 (p=0.054) Mean score of all 9 items was 3.8+ 0.3. In 13 cases (25.0%), midwives needed
assistance to locate the cervix. Of these, 10 cases (76.9%) were in women who were either post-
menopausal, nulliparous or parous with Cesarean section. Only 2 cases had to be done by Ob/
Gyns.

The training program should be further developed to provide more guidance for difficult cases
such as women who are menopausal, nulliparous or paras with Cesarean section.

Key words: Cervical cancer / cervical screening / pap smear /
midwives nurses . unsatisfactory samples =~ training program



